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JOU R NA 
OF THE.
 
1973 CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
 
Vol, 1, No, 3, Wednesday, September 12, 1973 
THIRD DAY
 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 1973
 
THE CONVENTI ON CALLED TO ORDER
 
AT 7:30 P,M,
 
The Chairman: The conv ention win come to 
order . \Vc are graced this evening by the at­
tendance of Ra bbi J acob H uudler, Temple Beth 
Israel and P r esident of the Rhode Isla nd B OUl'd 
of Rabbis. Rab bi H andle r has graciously con­
sented t o lead us in our cont inuing pursu it for 
divine c ulduuce. Rabbi H andler ? 
(I nvoca tion by Rahbi H a ncHer, Temple Beth 
I srael. ) 
The Chairma n : Th e next order of business is 
th e salu te to the flag. T1Jc conveu t ion will please 
a tten d the r-ising sal u te to t he llag. 
(Salute to the flag .) 
The Chairman : We will now proceed to the 
calling of the 1'011, bu t 'before the Secretary nn­
der tnkes that t ask, the chair offers a suggestion 
in order -to expedite ma tter s and at the sa me t ime 
achi ve a sense of fuir uess. W hen your name is 
ca lled to announce y OUI' presence, if you have 
proposals to introduce, let.'l' go to the a mend­
men t of the Constitu tion, advise t he cha ir a t the 
time you're call ed. 'l'he Secretm-y will ma ke a 
note of that , and a ft er we have completed the 
ro ll we will go back to the introduct ion of pro­
posals, 'We will t ake them ,tip ulphabetioa lly as 
they H ppea r on the roll un less th er e is objection. 
H eu ri ng none, so ord ered. The Secretary will 
ca 11 t.he r oll, 
(R all ca ll tuken . ) 
(The follOWin g de lega tes were a bsen t at the 
time of the roll call : ) 
Anthony J . Brosco Donald Large 
,Toseph A. Caliri Ge orsre Ozt>lev vt> 
Arth Il l' a. Capald i Ro ber t ,J. Pad 
.~l lll F . Ca paldi H er'ber t G. Roe k 
Gu is tina Colaf'ra ncesco Paul a. V adenais 
Walter M. K imball David Veloso, J r. 
( 'r Ile f oll ow ing delegates indi ca t ed their desire 
to pres ent pr oposals i ) 
Ann R. Bak er (2 ) Zygmu nt .I , P r iedemanu 
.roseph Bor ges , J I' . Ha ymond E . Gr imes 
•Tohn H. Cioci Ho1Jer t K. Kaufmann (5) 
Patrick T. Con ley ) I. Louise King 
Leo T. onnors Edward R. MacLa ughlin 
E mmett ,J. Cot ter Martin S. Malinou 
-Iohn D'Amico (2) Ho ber t. .A. Mauro 
J ames J. F uderico Michael ,V. Mill er 
:Mr. Conley : )[1'. Chair man, there are 88 
present and 12 absent , 
(Cor rect ions to be mude In t he J ournal of the 
last sessi on wer e re celved. ) 
MI'. Conley : MI'. Chairman, I would li ke t o 
ca ll the a t teu tiou of the delegates to Rule 41. I 
would III0 ve t hat sentence one of Rule 41 be 
suspe nded tor the sole p u rpose of amendi ng Rule 
12b of the convention t o enlarge the Committ ee 
on E lect ions fro m 21 to 2 :_~ members. 
Mr . McKellnu : I second the mot ion. 
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'I'he Ohairman : Befor e proceeding any fu r th­
er, the cha ir wou ld li ke to exp lain tha t through 
failure of communi ca tio ns delegate M ary Kil­
mar x, was left off of committees. She ha s ex­
p ressed the desir e to serve on the Committee for 
Revision of E lecti on Laws, and it i s the desi r e 
of the chair and a ll the officers, as L'rn sure of 
all th e delega tes, to cooperate wi th her, and 
delegate Conley, as I unde rstand i t , is asking 
for a susp ension of tha t part of the ['ule which 
requi res a motion to amend the r ules t o have 
been ill the possession of t he convention a t least 
one day p ri or to a vote thereon. The rule ca ll s 
for 67 per cen t of the delega tes presen t and vot­
ing to agree that tha t should be suspended. 
As many as a r e in favor of suspending tha t 
por ti on of th e rul e for th e sole purpose of a cting 
on a motion to amend t he rule to expand the 
committ ee will please rise, 
(Ri sing vote.) 
'1'he Ohairman : Be seated. As many as arc 
opposed pl ease rise ? Unan imous consent tha t 
tha t por- tion of the r uling r equie-lng that the 
motion be in t he convention one day before being 
operated upon is suspended, a nd the Chairman 
recognizes del egate Conl ey, 
(So voted .) 
Mr. Conley : :Mr. Chairman, I move that Line 
7 of Rule 12 be amended so as to enla rge the 
Committ ee 0 11 E lecti ons from 21 to 23 members. 
MI'. McKenna : :Mr. Cha irman, delega te Mc­
Kenna, seconds the motion. 
Mr . O'Do nnell : O'Donnell of Di str ic t 30 a lso 
seconds the mot ion. 
'l'he Chairman : Delega tes Mc'Kenna a nd 
O'Donnell second th-e motion. Are you re ady for 
the question ? I thi nk we better have a di vision 
vote. As many as a re in favor please r-i se, 
(Unanimous rising vote.) 
The Chair rna n : The Committee on the Elec-I 
t ions now consists of 23 members r a ther than 
21, and there being t wo vacancies the chair ap­
points delegate Mary Kilmarx t o t hat commit ­
tee, and the chai r appoints delega te R aymond 
Grimes to tha t commit tee. 
(Delega te Grimes decli ned appointment. j 
The Ohairman : The next order of busi ness is 
Reports of Standing Commit tees. '1'he chair r ec­
ogni zes Josep h O'Donnell , .J1'" Chairman of 
Commit tee on Administra t ion to make th e r epor t. 
(.~h. O'Do nnell requests t ha t Secreta ry COIl­
ley read the i-epor t . ) 
~Ir, Conl ey : There wer e two meetings of t he 
Oommittee on Am iui stration. 'l'h e first meetin g 
was held on Sep tember (j, 1973. The Commi ttee 
member s were : Will iam P owers, Acting Oha ir ­
man, P a trick Conley , Joseph H . O'Donnell , Jr. 
and H elen Migliaccio a nd Ann McQueeney. 
'l'he things decided 'wer e as follows : 
(1) An electi on for permauent chairman was 
held wi th -Ioseph O'Donnell t he u nanimous 
choice. 
(2) P a t rick '1'. Conl ey was unan imously elec ­
ted committee secr et ary . 
(3 ) Discussion began on the necessi ty of hir ­
ing a 'Reading Clerk for the Convention. D r. 
Conley volunteered t o per form t hat fu nction. 
(4) F ernando Cunha, a P r ovidence business­
man and a t torney with extensive management 
ex per ience in indust ry was appointed Execu tive 
D irect or of t he convention (t hat i s, t he execu­
t ive agen t of t he Committee on Administratio n ) 
at the r a te of $15. 00 pe,1' hour . 
( fi ) Wilfred Thibeau lt of Cumberla nd was 
ap pointed SC)'gean t-a t-arms a t It s tipend of $25 .00 
per session. 
( Il ) A resea rch staff was crea ted and t he fol­
lowing per sons were a ppoin ted : 
D irect or, D r . E lmer E. Cornwell , .r-. of Provi­
den ce, a former chairman of the Depar tmen t of 
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P oli tical Science a t B rown Un ivers ity. H e is a 
nnt ional ly-known exper t on s tate constitut ion al 
conventions ; co-a u t hor of Th e Po lit ics of t he 
R hode Is lctnd Oonsti tu iio na; Convention. His 
rate is S15.00 per hou1'. 
Assis ta n t Dir ector , P rofessor Ma t thew J . 
Smith of P rovidence. :MI'.• mit.h holds an A.B. 
a nd 1\1..\. f rom Providence College ; a Ph.D. can­
dida t e i ll P oli tical Science at Brown Universi ty . 
Archivis], of P r ovidence Coll ege an d compil er of 
a Jl "I nventory of t he Records of th e 196·b·(j!) 
Rhode Isla nd Consti t u tional Convent ion ." 1">" 0­
fessor Smith if; th e new sta te repr esen tati ve fr-om 
th e 22nd Dist r ict i n Provid ence. H e has offered 
to serve withou t pay as a. pu blic-spirited gestnre. 
Research Assis ta n ts a t $9.00 a n hour . 
Ma rjorie 'I'ar rney of Cran ston, A.B., ~LA. from 
Providence College ; a ssis ta n t to the Cranston 
Charter Review Commission, (Assign ed to t he 
Eled ion Commit tee ) . 
Edward :Newman of Ri chmond , A.B. Provi­
dence College. J .D ., L.L._\l. Suffolk U niver si ty . 
(Assigned to the Chand .I urv Commiltee. ) 
Paul Campbell of Cranston, A.B. a nd liLA. 
P rovidence Col lege ; candidate fOI' the M.L.R a t 
the niveraity of H hode Island. (Ass igned to 
the Legisla ti ve Compensa t ion Connni tt ee. ) 
Paul Breaul t of Pawtucket, A, R. fr om U.RI. 
v i t h a m a j or ill Econom ics a n il Pol i tica l Science. 
(Assigu ed to the Comuii ttee on Lot t eries. ) 
Ann :K eg: n of Pro -idence , ...\ .13 . Emmanuel 
Col lege, Providence school teacher . (Appointed 
Roving Clerk.) 
The vote on all appoin tments was unanimous. 
'I'he meet ing wus held dnl'ing the recess a nd 
a t the rise of t he Convention session. 
The secon d meet ing is as follows : )!.ccting of 
Se ptember 11, 1!)73. Committee members present: 
J oseph H. O'Dounel l, J r ., Chalrman, Willia m 
P owers, D r . P a t r ick T. Conley, 'ecr eta l''y, H elen 
:Miglia cci o. 
The following decisions were made: 
(1) E lmer Cornwel l of t he r-esea rch staff will 
ser ve as Recording Clerk at the Conven tion ses ­
sions. Resea rch staff will ed it t he .Iou r nal and 
condense it in order to save printing costs and 
en hance the quality and u tilit y of the J011l'naL 
A complete transc ript wi ll be av ailable as the 
official record. 
( 2) F inancial status of t he Conv en tio n thus 
far will be compu ted by Mr. Cunha and reported 
to th e delegates on Wcdnesday. 
(3) P ublica ti on of Convent ion Ma nual re ­
jected because the cost estimate of ~50 0 for 250 
copies is prohibitive. 
(4 ) Appointments to 'S tniT : $3.00 per hour. 
Ann Scuncio, Providence : ) rarion 1.0 -et t , East 
P r ovidence ; Louise Dumont, P rovidence ; Ger t­
r ude Guil foyle, East Greenwich. 
Conven tio n Aid es a t $10.00 per sess ion : 
Paula Rasp ut, Middletown ; Da vid Griswold, 
Wu rwick ; Tina B inghnm, P rovidence ; R ichard 
D' .:\.gosti no, P rovidence ; J ustin e Spragu e, Wu r­
wick ; Deu n is Lonergan, P rovid ence, 
n e]111 ty Sf'l'geun t -fl t-arrns at $:!O.OO pel' session, 
J oseph E mma, ,Jr., Providence. 
R ovi ng Clerk for resea r ch sta ff at ;:;:9.00 pel' 
hour, Grant Dulguriun, Provid nee. 
(;)) P roposa ls Ior Amendments of th e Con­
s t it utio u : 
• Il delegates a re to be Im-nish eil a copy of 
each pr oposal su bmitted to the Convention. 
All votes a t th is meeting wer e u nanimous. 
'I' he mee ting convened a t :3 :U"j p.m. a nd ad­
journed at 4 :10 p.m, 
F inally, the repor t of Expenditur es up to and 
includi ng September 12, l WiH: As a matter of 
fact , through this session of September 12, 1973. 
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As fell' as Person nel, th e Di rec t or of Administra­
tio n, $:300.00, Sect-et nries (2 ) , and t hey 1I:1\"e 
gone t o work, $90.00, R esearch D irec tor , $,150.00, 
Research Assis tants, ~504.00 , P ages (6 ) a t 
$liO.OO, Rel'geant -a t -ll1' IllS at. ~2 :) . OO , Assistant 
Sergeu n t -at -ur-ms, $20.00. P ayroll taxes , ~ 145. 0 0 
for a to ta l of S15!lJ. OO. 
Cout rnc t Sen-ices, S tenographi c at ~30 0 P~I' 
sess ion , $GOO.OO for two sessions. E quipmen t 
Hen ta l, two tvpcwr lte rs "ll t $35.00 a month, 
1)i70.00, R1I ppJie,.., ~i) o . n o, P rm tiug of .Iournal 
# 1, ~:~ OO. Oo , -I ou r nnl # :2, $285. Total Con tract 
Sen-ices, :;;: 1:10fl.OO. TolaI EXjl l'lJll i f1l1'('S, $2~ f} !) . (l 0, 
ou t of a t o tal o f ~20 , 00 0 of Convent lon appro­
pr ia t ion , 
'rhe Chairman : 'I'he repor-t of t he Commit tee 
on Arh u i nis l rution is receiv ed and if there i s no 
objection , it stands approved. 
(Repor t of Commi ttee all Adminis t ration re­
ceived. ) 
The Cha i rrnnn : Th e ella ir recognizes d elega te 
Zygmun t Frtedemnnn, Chairmun of the Com­
mi tt ee a u Lezisla t ivo Compensa ti on. 
~lr.Fried elllalln , Dis tri ct l S, rcpm-t lug fol' the 
Committee on Legislu t ive Com pens a t ion. (See 
t rn nscr-ip t for fu ll text. of r eport . ) 
'l'h e Chn i rma n : 'I' hnnk you . TIle report of the 
ch ai r ma n of t be Legi slati ve Compensation Com­
mitt ee is recei ved a nd if there n 'l'C no objec tions, 
it s tunds approved. 
( Re po r t of Legisla t ive Compensut ion Com ­
mittee is recelverl. ) 
'I'he Chairman: " 'c w ill proceed to the rep ort 
of t he Lotter ies Committee and the Ohuirma u is 
)1 1'. Rona ld Gagnon, Esquire. 
M I'. Gagnon: Di str ict 37, )11'. Chai rman, the 
fh-s t mceti ug is sch ed u led for this coming F ridnv 
in the S tate Hou se. 
'I'he Chauman : Thank you. _\ny other COm ­
men ts ? The report is received, 
(Report of Lotteries Connn it t ee i s r eceived. ) 
The Chauma u : 'l'h e Committ ee on Gran <1 .11l I',Y 
Revision - th e chair recognizes G iova nn i F olca ­
re lli, E sq. , the Cha irma n of the committee. 
)11'. Folcnrelli : Giovanni Folcarelli, Distr ict 
:!:? The Committee on Grand .I u ry met last 
night. (See transcript Ior full text of r epor t 
gi ven by couuui t ree Se c,I'etary Malinou. ) 
The Ohai m ia n : Tha nk you, ~ rr . Mali nou . 'I'he 
report of the Committee on Grand J ury is r e­
ceived a nd withou t obj ections ap proved . 
(R epor t of Committee 011 G rand Jury r e­
celved . ) 
The Chairmuu : The Commi t t ee on Election 
Revisions - delegn te \\' illiam '1',~llwpl IY, Chair­
man. The Chai rmun recog nizes Chairma n Mur­
phy . 
iIII'. Mur-phy : " TilliaUl T . Mur phy, Distr1et 3. 
The Electi on Commit tee met on Monday, Sep­
temher ] O. ( See t r uns crip t for f ull text of r e­
po i-t. ) 
'I'he Chairm an : 'I'han k you. 'I'he report is r e­
ceived a nd without object ion a p p r oved . 
(R epor t of E lect ion CommiItee i-eceived . ) 
'I' he Chnin na n : 'I' he Comm it t ee on P ublic I n ­
f'orm ut iou I:;; clrni red bv del ega te O'Hare, a nd 
1"0 1' t he pu rpose of mak ing the repor t , the Ch ui r ­
rnun recogn izes :.\11', O'UUI'C, 
~tl' . O'H are : .1ohn i\l. O'Hill'e, D is tr ict :3i, 
repor-ting Ioi- t ho P uhlic I nformation Committee. 
TIle Public In f'oi-mntl on Commi t tee met for t he 
(j rs t time last even i ng. (-Ree trauscript for fu 11 
repor t . ) 
The Chuh -umn : Thank. vo u , :MI'. O'Hare. 'I'he 
repor t of the Comm ittee on Public I nforma ti on 
is r eceived and wi th ou t ob jecti on r eeorded a s 
flPPJ'o\'€d. 
(R epor t of Oouunlttee on I 'ublle I nforma tion 
is received. ] 
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The Chairman: The Oommittee on Resolu­
tions is chaired by Frank Caprio, Esq. 
Mr. Caprio: Frank Caprio, District 8. The 
Chairman of the Committee on Resolutions 
wishes to report. . . . 
(See transcript for full report.) 
The Chairman: The report of the Committee 
on Resolu tions is r eceived and without objection 
is accepted. 
(Report of Committee on Resolu tions is re­
ceived.) 
The Chairman: The report of the Oommittee 
on Resolutions is received, and objections are 
noted. 
(So received.) 
The Chairman : The Committee on Drafting, 
the chair recognizes Senator Taylor for that 
report. 
lVIr . Taylor: The committee has not met yet. 
I'll call a meeting and ask them to meet with 
you after the adjournment so we ca n set a date 
for it. 
The Chairman : Thank you, Senator. The 
report of the committee is received. Without 
objection it will be approved. 
The next order of business is communications. 
Are there any communications, Mr. Secretary? 
Mr. Conley: No communications, Mr. Chair­
man, just an announcement with regard to Rule 
9. 
(Discussion of Convention seating arrange­
ments. ) 
The Chairman: We will proceed to the intro­
duction of proposals to amend or revise the Con­
stitution. 
As the chair announced at the outset of this 
evening's session, the Secretary will mark those 
alphabetically who wish to introduce proposals, 
and the roll will be called in that order and the 
delegates recognized. Mr. Secretary, if you will 
start with the first and .proceed ? 
Following is a list of proposals sub mit ted 
indicating the name of the delegate who intro­
duced each proposal, the subject, the number 
assigned, and the committee to which it was 
referred: 
R es. 
No. Comm. 
Delegate Baker : 
Outlawin g discrimination 1 Resolu tions 
Delegate Baker : 
Safe and healthful living 2 Resolutions 
Delega te Cioci : 
Legislative pay 3 Leg. Compo 
Delega te Conley: 
Suffrage and qualifications 
of electors 4 Elections 
Delegate Connors: 
Grand Jury 5 Grand Jury 
Delega te Cotter: 
Composition of the General 
Assembly 6 Resolutions 
Delegate Cotter:
 
Qualifications for office
 7 Elections 
Delegate D'Amico : 
Legislat ive pay 8 Leg. Compo 
Delega te D'Amico:
 
Absentee voting 9 Elections
 
Delega te K aufmann :
 
Legislative pay
 10 Leg. Compo 
Delegate Kaufmann:
 
4 year terms for general
 
officers 11 Elections
 
Delegate Kaufmann:
 
4 year terms for General
 
Assembly 12 Elections
 
Delegate Kaufmann: 
Brack eting Governor and 
Lt. Governor 13 Resolutions 
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R es. 
No. Comm . 
Delega te Kau fma nn : 
18 yea r old vot e 14· E lectio ns 
Delegate K i ng : 
Composition of the Se na te 15 Resolu ti ons 
Del ega te K ing : 
P r oper ty qualificat ions 1£; E lections 
Delega te ::\I a c ] ~ ll u gh l i n: 
Qual ificntions a nd r egist r a­
tio n of voters 17 Electi ons 
Delega te Malino u : 
Cr ea te a cour t on th e judi­
ciary 18 Resolu tions 
D eleg a te Mauro : 
Suffr age 19 E lections 
D elega te fiI ille r : 
Qualifications to vote 20 E lectio ns 
Delegate Kimball : 
Gr a nd jury 21 Grand .Iu ry 
Delega te S piugar n : 
U nica mer alism 0 0 ~;;; R 1 ties o uu ons 
The Chairman : W e wiLl p roceed to resolu­
ti ons and motions. 
port, this is the resolution to which you have
 
refer ence.
 
i\.I 1'. Cuprio : That is cor rect . I t is on tha t reso­

lution th a t the Oouuni ttee on R esolu ti ons will
 
hold its public hear ing next Tuesday at 6 :00
 
P .?!L
 
The Cha irman : Received. S o th ey wi ll be dis­

t.inguishab le, we will designate th is Resolution
 
N o. 1. The chair recogn izes 'Mr . B orges.
 
(So refer r ed. ) 
:\11'. Borges: -Ioseph Borges, District 4S. I
 
ha ve a resoluti on whi ch will declare the 19i8
 
Cons ti tu tion a l Con vention an open and un li mit­

ed Cons titut ional Conven ti on.
 
Th e Chai r man: Very well , marked Resolut ion
 
NO. 2 a nd referred to the Committee on Res olu ­

ti ons.
 
(R esolu tion No.2 refer red to Committee on 
I Resolutions . ) 
The Chairman : 'I'he chai r re calls t he Cha ir­

man of the Committee on Legislati ve Compensa­

tion, delega te Friedeuianu.
 
-#3It is a t this po in t tha t the motions and reso­
)[1'. P r iedema nu : Th e Commit tee on Legisla­lu tio ns not bearing on proposals to amend 0 1' 
rev is e t he Constitut ion will be received, and tha t 
will be th e procedure at all sessions. 'l'he chair 
re cognizes delegate Leo Connors. 
Mr. Connors: Leo Conn ors, Dis t rict 27. I 
ha ve a res olut ion tha t the Consti tu tional Con­
ven tion shall present t o the vot ers special pro­
pos als to be voted upon separa tely, and t hat i t 
sha ll not r equire approv al or rejection in total , 
and I would like to forw a rd this to th e chair . 
Mv reason is I feel it would demean the voter 
to leave the issues as th ey have Ibeen given to 
us and we will do CI'C<1it to the people of Rhode 
I sland by all owing them to wote on these issues. 
Th e Cha ii-man : Resolutions will be referred to 
the Committee on Resolu tions a nd as the cha ir 
understood, Chai rman Caprio in mak ing his re­
t ive Compensatio n unanim ously submit s the 
following resolution t o the convent ion for con­
sidet-at ion a nd a ct ion. Res olved: The Conv en­
ti on r eques t a lega l opinion fr om t he Attorney 
General as to whether t he Convention is con­
fined to th e Ia uguage of the call on th e qu estion 
of legisla tive compensation to be detel:m ine~ 
solely Iby the Compensa tion c ommiss ion/ 
The Cha irman : In t he n or mal course of events 
the cha ir will refer t his to t he Commit t ee on 
Llesnlutions, but it dearly is a n Hem that has 
ti me of the essence. Is it the r ule of t he Conven­
tion th u t we vote now or refer it to committee '? 
'I' he chair recognizes delega te K aufmann . 
Mr . Kn ufmann : Rober t Kaufman n, Dis trict 9. 
I move we ha ve a di visi onal vote on the pr o­
posal . 
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The Cha irma n : Second ? 
Mr . Cha ce : X..J ame..on Chace, D ist r ict 47, 
1 :-jpf: on d the motion. 
The Chairman : B efore we do that, do we have 
ten member !'; a t ICH,st reques t in g a di vision vote? 
As lTl IUJy a .. nre in favo r of a divisi on vote, plea se 
r ise- th is is j u st on the ques tio n. All r igh t , you 
muv be seated. 
( ni sing vote, ) 
The Ch nir man : Does a ny delegate wis h to be 
heard on t he re solution ? The chair recognizes 
.\[1'. Cavan ugh. 
)[1'. Ca va nagh , D is t ri ct 24, I don't know 
whe ther it i.'i appropriate a t t h is time, but sev­
er a1 of u s h av e d iscusse d t hi s and woul d like 
to nmen.l del ega te F tiedcma nn 's motion i n this 
1l l:1 1111C!1', tha t. he il r esolved that th is Convention 
request t lie At torney Gen e ral t o render an ad, 
, h,01' ,\" op in ion to t he Conven tion wher e the Con­
vcn ti on nwy expuud th e 'pr op osa ls othei- t han 
Ihose HIId r: o n s i l1 ~I' p roposnIs other than those 
lis t ed in Chap ter 98, th e P ubli c Laws of 1973, 
a nd whether the Convent ion may p ropose a ny 
amend ment in a ma nne r in which it self deter ­
mint'S ; in ot her words , wh a t is the scope of this 
Convent ion in its entirety , 
The Chai rmnn : Ai; t he chai r u nders tands, the 
motio n to amend is to expand the request of the 
op in ion fr om the Attornev Genera ] to include 
to quest ion , is t his Conven tion open to the con­
sidera ti on ofju-oposed amendme nts other than 
OIO:-C se t Jor th in Chap ter 98? 
)II'. Ca vanagh : That is correc t. 
The Cha ir man : All ri ght, now we will p u t 
that in a moment. W e have been r eceiving 
proposals here this eveni ng for the consid erat ion 
of t h is Couven t i 11 rel ative to A r t icles of the 
Cons l itu ti on not co nta ined in Chapter 98, 
It is th e posit ion of the chai r that this Con­
vention w ill receive all p roposed a mendment s to 
the Cons t.it u t ion, a ll proposals to consider re­
vis ions of the Cons t ltu t ion a nd r efer them to 
committee for he delegates to deal with as they 
wish. 
D o y ou still think we need a n opinion from 
the A ttor ney General on that? 
Mr, Cruva nagh : :'\1']'. Chairmr.n , I t h ink at some 
time t hat this d eloga t ion will have to ask the 
Gover nor to ask the Supreme Cou r t , as it has 
lx-en .premut nrely don e .before we met, to tru ly 
de termine wha t is the scope, that we do not act 
wi th ou t the bounds of our authority , 
I th ink t h!s wo uld be the flrs t s t ep t owards 
tha t fina l r esolu t ion , so we cou ld p res en t it to 
Ihe voter s- 1 do n't think the Committee on 
Resol u t -ons wouldca r ry as much weight of RU ­
thnr-i ty as t he A ttorney General. 
Th e Chairma n : For the chair's information, 
does th 13 de leg-a t e concede t.lJ':tt the vote of this 
Con ven ticn will determin e what is to be con­
s ider ed ? 
.'Ill', Cava nagh : I would concede th at this Con­
ve n ti on d e(;: t1 es not to ex pand th e is-mes as p re­
sell led in the call , I thin k the rest of the dele­
gutes w uu ]d be bound by suc h , 
The Chairmnn : But your positi on is that it 
!l In v wr-ll go beyond t ha t, n ad that t he a dvic e 
uf t he .:\ ttOl'llfl." General ill a n opinion on the 
- ucs t ion coul d be helpful ? 
.:'I I I'. C'a vanngl: : I beli-eve so. 
T'h« Chairman: Do we h nve a se cond ? T he 
:'hair' r ecogn izes ) 11'. S a unders. 
}!J'. Sa nndeI's : Albert D. Sa l nd ers , D ist rict 
:~:~, I sec ond t ha t motion. It seems to me, 1111', 
Charinan. t ha t aU of th ese r esolu t ions which 
hu.l Lcen l'f'ferred t o th e Resol ut ion s Committ ee 
~o 10 th e essence of the question whether the 
legi sla t ur e and the people i. n the call of this 
Con vention can't limit this Convention both in 
j Ilt> scope of it .: in vcuttga ti on , and in terms of 
•imo, a rid I think the Convention wou ld be well 
" d v sed to seek the a d vice of the Attorey Gen­
:.' 1'a1 on this is sue, so :~ second the motion . 
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The Chairman : The Chair r ecognizes Mr. 
Cap r io. 
1\11'. Cap ri o. At this time I wish to make a 
motion to lay the amended moti on on th e table. 
MI '. Coleman: J ohn Coleman, Distr ict 33. 
Seconded. 
Mr. K aufmann : Robert K aufmann, District 9. 
T second that motion to table the amendment. 
)[1'. Torgen : E dward n. Torgen, D istric t 23. 
request a division vote on the motion to table. 
The Chui rman : There is no doubt there would 
be ten votes, so the chair will or der a division 
vote. The qu esti on is shall the motion to amend 
th e resolution seeking an opi nion of the Attorney 
Gen eral be tabled. As man y as are in favor of 
th e mot ion to ta ble, please r ise, and remain 
s tand ing until counted. 
(Rising vo te. ) 
The Chairman : You may be seated. Th ose ap­
posed , please r ise and remain standing. 
(Hi sing vote.) 
Th e Chairman: The chair is inform ed that 
the vote i ~ 48 in fa VOl' of the motion to table, 
and 38 opposed. The motion is tabled. 
(Motion to table passes.) 
The Chairman: 'I'he ques tion before the Con­
vention is on the motion of delegate Friedemann 
seek ing an opinion of the Attorney General rela­
ti ve to any limita t ion On t his Coven ti on on the 
langu age regarding legisl at i ve compensation. 
Th e cha ir recognizes Mr . MacLau ghlin. 
Mr. l\IGcLaughHn : E dwa rd R. lIacLaughli n, 
Dis tr-ict 20. May we di scu ss th e motion of Mr. 
F'r iedema nn ? 
Th e Cha ir rnan : Certainly. 
l\I r . MacLau ghl in : My question is I can't 
r eally unders tand it in my mind. Mr. Friede­
mann's moti on is that we ask the Attor ney Gen­
eral for an advisory opinion, the amendmen t to 
that moti on wa s that we increase t he scope of 
that ques ti on to the Attorney General. Th at was 
ju st defeated ; so , are we in f act ask ing the 
A ttorney General fo r an advisory opinion , but 
l imiting hi s a dvisory opinion ? 
Th e Chai rman : If the chai r may be permitted, 
Chapter 98 brough t abou t the r efer endum of 
August 7th on which the elect ors voted to call 
this Conv ention sets for th specific language for 
the amending of the legislative com pensa t ion 
act. That's a very separa te ques t ion ; namely, if 
ths Convention votes 'by a majority of the elect­
ed delegates to amend th e a r ticle of the legisla­
tive compensation, are they bound to take the 
language of Chapter 98 or may t hey provide 
<ome other method? 
So it is essent ial t hat we ge t some guidanc e on 
that. 
The moti on to expand the scope goes to, " Is 
this an open Conve ntion?" Th e chair attempted 
to expla in that th ere is no thing happening that 
would indica te Or suggest tha t this is not an 
open convention. There is no judicial issue. 
1fr . Torgen: Delega te Torgen f rom North 
Kingstown, D is t ri ct 23. 
The Chairman : Yes, the chair recognizes dele­
gate Torgen. 
Mr. Torgen: I think, ladies a nd gentlemen of 
the Constitutional Convent ion, that I think we 
are splitting hairs a nd bea ti ng a round the bush. 
No matter how you cu t it, the genera l assembly 
in Chapter 98 of the 1973 sess ion told us what 
they wan t ed us to do. 
If we are going to ask for a n advisory opinion 
on one i tem, why don ' t we as k f or a n adv isory 
opinion on the whole scope of this conven tion ? 
Let's no t bea t a round th e ,bush any longer. 
Th e Chairman: Out 'Of order . Now, th e qu es­
t ion .hefore th e Conven tion is the main moti on 
that the Attorney General be r equested to ad­
vi se th is Co nvention as to whether the language 
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contained in Chapter 98 !purporting to limit the 
method in which leg islative compensa tion ar­
ticles can be amended to be receiv ed. Are you 
ready for the question? It's a division vote? 
Mr. 'I'orgen : Division vote is requested; dele­
gate 'I'orgen requests a division vote. 
The Chairman: Th e delegates in favor of the 
resolution requesting opinion of the Attorney 
General on th e question of the proposed legisla­
tive compensation will please rise and remain 
standing to he counted. 
(Risi.ng vote.) 
Th e Chairman : Be seated. As many as are 
opposed, 'please rise and remain standing? 
(Rising vote. ) 
Mr. Torgen : Delegate Torgen from North 
Kingstown. I would like to he recorded as vot­
i.ng in opposition to the motion. 
Th e Chairman: The chair is informed t ha t 
there a re 67 vot es in favor of the resolution and 
16 opposed. 
Mr. Malinou: Mr. Chairman? 
Th e Chairman: The chair recognizes delegate 
Malinou. 
Mr. Malinou: Mr. Chairman, delegate IMalinou 
wishes to 00 re corded as voting against. 
Th e Chairman : It will be noted in the J our­
nal, if th ere is no objection. 
(So voted. ) 
(The chair notes that delegate Torgen and 
delegate Malinou wish to he r ecorded as voting 
in opposition to t he above a nd it is to be so noted 
in th e Journal. ) 
The Chairman : Are there any other r esolu­
t ions or motions? 
Mr. F ed erico: Mr. Chairman ? 
The Chairman: The chai r recogn izes delegate 
F ederico. 
Mr. F ederico: Delega te F ed er ico, 26th Dis­
trict, I have a proposal simil ar in substance to 
Mr. Caprio 's proposal conce rning individual bal­
loting on our final proposals, 
The Chairman: Th e Secre ta ry will read it. 
Mr. Conley: I make th e motion in Nov ember 
this Oonvention'a jirop ossd amendments to the 
Constitution of the Sta te of Rhode I sland be 
submitted in dividually to the vot ers of this state 
for the pur-po se of eithe r ratification or re jec­
tion. 
The Chairman. V ery well then, ~lr. F ederico's 
Resolution No. 4 will .be refer red to the Com­
mittee on Resolu tions and be cons idered a t the 
public hearing nex t Tuesday. 
(Res olu tion of delegate F ederico referred to 
th e Committee on Res olut ions . ) 
'The Chairman: Are there an y other resolu­
tions and moti ons ? Th er e appear to be none ; 
but there are several ma t ter s we must clear up 
tonight. One is the schedule of f ut ure meetings. 
Simply by way of observation, the chair is 
inclined to beli eve tha t we cannot get along with 
very much bus in ess on one meeting a week. It 
seems to the chair th at we should meet at least 
twi ce a week from here on. 
Mr. Connor s: Mr. Chairman, delegate Con­
nors, 
The Ohairman : The chair recognizes delegate 
Connors? 
Mr . Connors : I would like to move that we 
meet twice a week, and I would suggest eve­
ning meetings on Tu esday and Thursday. 
Mr. Garan: Delegate Garan from the 9th 
Dist rict, I would like to second that motion. 
The Chairman : Th e motion before the Con­
vention is tha t the Convention schedule weekly 
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meetings on Tuesday and Thursday evenings. I 'I'heChairman : Any other committees wish to 
I take it, 7 :30, commencing next Tuesday until make a similar announcement? 
final adjournmen t comes about. 
Discussion? 
There appears to be no discussion. 
The Chairman: The question before the Con ­
vention is, "Shall the motion at th is Convention 
be that we meet Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
7 :30 p.m. from now, commenci ng next 'I'uesday, 
unt il final ad journment?" As many as are in 
favor will say, "Aye ." Opposed , "No." The 
ayes appear to have it. The ayes do have it. That 
is th e order of business. The Convention will 
meet 7 :30 Tuesdays and 'I'hursdays commencing 
next Tuesday un til this Convention stands finally 
adjourned. 
(Voted: That the Convention meet 7 :30 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Thur sdays commencing next 'I'ues­
day un til final adjoumment.) 
The Chairman : There is one other point that 
does not really come under resolutions and mo­
tions; but the chair feels compelled to bring it 
to your attention. 
(The chair indicated tha t money would not be 
available to pay expenses of hol ding hearings 
around the s tate. Delega t e O'Donnell agreed for 
the Committee on Administration. ) 
The Chairman: The chair will recognize Mr. 
Friedemann. 
. 
}Ir. Friedemann : Zygmunt Friedemann, Dis­
trict 18. I would like to announce that the meet­
ing of the Legislative Compensation Committee 
will take place immediately after adjournment 
of this ses sion in the H ouse Lounge. Thank you. 
The Chairman: The chair will recognize Mr. 
Caprio. 
Mr. Capr.io : I wish to announce that the meet­
ing of the Resolutions Commit t ee will take pla-ce I 
immediately upon adjournment tonight here at! 
my seat. . I 
Mr. Taylor: The Committee on Style and 
Dra.fting will meet for a few minutes only in 
the Li br ary at the concl usion of this assembly. 
Th e Chairman : A ny other a nnouncements? 
'Well, the order is unfinished business. 'I'here is 
none. The next order is specia l orders of the day 
- none; gen eral orders of the day - there are 
none. 
'I'he motion to adjourn to next 'I'uesday is in 
order ; so do I have a motion to adjourn? 'I'he 
chair r ecognizes Mr. Coleman. 
Mr. Coleman : J ohn A. Coleman, Dis t rict 33. 
Seconded. 
Mr. P rincipe : Anthony F. Principe, District 
-1.5. Seconded. 
Mr. Cavanagh: Roderi ck A. Cavanagh, D is­
trict 24. Seconded. 
'l'he Chairman : As many as are in favor sa y, 
"Aye." The "Ayes" have it. The ll)ceting is 
adjourned until nex t 'I' uesday. 
(Meeting adjourned at 9 :20. ) 
P ATRICK T. C ONLEY, Se cretary 
ELL IOTT E. ANDREW S! R ecorder 
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APPENDIX A 
COMMITTEES 
COMMIITEE ON ADMINSTRATI ON 
J oseph H. O'Donnell, Jr., Chairman 
Patr ick T. Conley, Secre tary 
Helen Migliaccio 
Ann M. McQueeney 
Judge William E. Powers 
COMMITTEE ON RULES AND CREDENTIALS* 
Leo T. Connors , Chairman 
John Hines, Vice Chairman 
Erich A. O'D. Taylor 
Robert J . McKenna 
Ann R. Baker 
William J. McAtee 
Arthur G. Cap aldi 
John J. P artri dge 
Barbara Williams 
Robert H. Breslin, Jr. 
Edward R. MacLaughlin 
COMMIITEE ON LEGISLATIVE COMPENSATION 
Zygmunt F r iedemann, Chairman 
Ethel DeAngelis, Vice Chairman 
John Small 
Robert Kaufmann 
J ohn D' Amico 
Adr ian J. O'R ourke 
Salvator e Cesar o 
Richar d Costantino 
J ohn Capaldi 
Anthony Principe 
Arthur Mitchell 
N. Jameson Chace 
M. Christine Byrnes
 
Donald Large
 
Robert Breslin
 
Guisti na Colafrancesco
 
Manuel Bot elho, J r.
 
P aul Vadenais
 
David Veloso
 
Mary H ilt z, Vacancy
 
COMMI ITEE ON LOITERIES" 
Ronald Gagnon, Cha ir man 
Barbara Summer, Vice Chairm an 
Raymond Grimes 
Mary Kathleen Furtado 
J ames Petrosinelli 
Edward Slattery 
R ichar d McAllister 
Arthur Spingarn 
Robert Salvatore 
James J. Feder ico 
Rob Roy Rawlings 
Edward Costello 
Laurence T. O'Br ien 
Donald Lister 
Roderick Cavan agh 
Milton Wallace 
Alfred Alm onte 
Il se Messin a 
Charlotte Gleeson 
Gerald Lynch 
Arthur DiS alvo 
COMMIITEE ON ELECTIONS* 
William T. Mur phy, J r ., Chair man 
Robert J. McKenna, Vice Chairman 
Virgil Dutra 
Robert Paci 
Michael Miller 
Laurent Rousseau 
Domenico Manfredo 
Edward Casey 
M. Loui se King 
E mmet t Cotter 
J ohn Coleman 
Anthony J . Brosco 
Robert Mauro 
J erry McI nt yre 
Joseph Borges, J r . 
Steven Jenkins 
J ohn J. P artridge 
Mary S . Kessler 
Edward MacLaughlin 
Arthur A. Kidder 
Barbar a Willi ams 
Mary Kilmarx 
Anthony F. Principe 
COMMIITEE ON GRAND JURY" 
Giovanni F olcarelli, Chairman 
E dward Torgen, Vice Chairma n 
Martin Mal inou 
Steven Kenny 
J ohn Garan 
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Arthur Capaldi
 
George a gley
 
Emmett Cotter
 
Edward Slat tery
 
Anth ony J. Brosco
 
Wilf red Godin
 
Ann Baker
 
Mary Kathleen Furtado
 
Ka thleen Hawkins
 
Walter Kimball
 
Charles Hooper
 
Alan Gelfuso
 
Martha Bailey
 
Herbert Rock
 
J. Colin Dawson
 
Albert Saunders
 
COMMIITEE ON STYLE AND DRAFTING 
Erich A. O'D. Taylor, Cha ir man 
Arthur Murphy, Vice Chairman 
William Murphy 
Robert Mauro 
J ohn Hines 
Robert Tucker 
William Pe otrowski 
COMMIITEE ON RESOLUTIONS* ~ ' 
Frank Capr io, Chairman 
Joseph Borg es, Vice Chairman 
Jo seph Caliri 
John Ciocci 
J ohn Capaldi 
William McAtee 
J anet Har tman 
COMMIITEE ON PUBLIC INFORMATION':";' 
John M. O'H are, Chai r man 
Christ ine Byrnes, Vice Cha irman 
Mar ilyn Thetonia 
J anet Hartman 
William Murphy 
Herber t Rock 
Paula. Vadenais 
*Standing Commit tee. 
·"'Commit tee created at discretion of chairman . 
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APPENDIX B 
Rules Approved September 6, 1973 
CHAPTER I-GENERAL PROV ISI ONS 
Quorum 
Rule 1. A majority of the elected and qualified dele­
gates (51) shall const it ute a quorum for the transaction 
of business but a lesser number may adjourn the Con­
vention to a stated time. The time of the sessions of 
the Convention shall be determined by the delegates 
with due respect for the convenience of the delegates 
and public. 
Admission to the Floor 
Rule 2. Admission to the floor shall be limited to 
delegates except upon invit at ion of the Convention or 
the Chair . 
CHAPTER II -OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES 
Officers of the Convention 
Rule 3a. The officers of the Convention shall be a 
Cha irman, First Vice Chairman, Second Vice Chairman, 
Third Vice Chairman and Secre tary to be elected by a 
major ity of the Delegates present and voting from the 
members of the Convent ion. 
Rule 3b. The five general officer s of the Convention 
shall constitute the Commit t ee on Administration. 
Rule 3c. The Committee on Administration shall elect 
its own Chairman. 
Rule 3d. The Committee on Administ rat ion shall gen­
erally oversee the administrative and business affairs 
of the Convention such as finances; employees (includ­
ing research and secr etar ial staff, the serg eant at arms, 
and pages) ; pr int ing and distribution of reports; and 
physical arrangements for the Convention and Commit­
tees thereof. 
Rule 3e. Consideration shall be given to all minority 
parties on all appointments. 
The Chairman 
Duties of the Presiding Officer 
Rule 4a. The Chairman shall take t he Chair each 
day at the hour to which the Convention shall have 
adjourned or reces sed. He shall call the Convention to 
order and, except in the absence of a quorum, shall 
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proceed to business in the manner prescribed by these 
rules. 
Rule 4b. The Chair man shall preserve order and 
decorum ; may speak to points of order and shall decide 
questions of order, subject to an appeal to the Conven­
t ion. When two or more delegates r ise at once, the 
Chairman shall name the Delegate who is fir st to speak. 
Appointments by the Chairman 
Rule 5a. The Chairman, after consultation with t he 
General Officers , shall appoint all committees. 
Voting 
Rule 5b. The Chairman shall vote in all elections, 
on all divisions called for by any member , and on all 
questions taken by yeas and nay s and may speak to 
any question upon rel inquishing the chair . 
Vice Chairman 
Powers and Duties 
Rule 6. In the absence of the Chairman, the respec­
tiv e vice chairman in the order of their appointment 
shall exer cise the powers and perform the duties of t he 
Chairman, and sha ll preside over the Convent ion. 
Secretary 
Roll Call 
Rule 7. The Secretary shall call the r oll at the open­
ing of each session of t he Convent ion and announce 
whether or not a quorum be present . 
Publicat ion, Distribution and Correction of Jou rnal 
Rule 7a . The Secretary shall keep a Journal of the 
Proceedings of the Convent ion in conformity with the 
rules, supervise the preparation thereof" and make such 
corrections as may be necessary. He shall fu rn ish each 
delega te a copy of t he proceedings of the previous 
sess ion. 
Copying and Care of Proposals 
Rule 7b. The Secretary shall number each proposal 
when introduced. Copies of all proposals introduced 
shall be provided for all delegates. The Secretary shall 
be responsible to the Convention for the care and pres­
ervation of each proposal int roduced into the Conven­
tion. The Secretary shall keep all proposals reported 
out of committee and they shall be on file, and such file 
shall be called the general orders of the day. 
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Report of Proceedings 
Rule 7c. There shall be kept a verbatim record of 
Convention proceed ings. Said record shall be available 
for inspect ion by delegates and interested per sons. 
Safekeeping of Documents 
Rule 7d. All perman ent papers of the committee shall 
be delivered to the Secretary for safekeeping. 
Sergeant at Arms 
Rule 8. The Sergeant at Arms shall be the chief police 
officer of the Convent ion. He shall have charge of such 
as sistants as appointed. He shall, on order of the pre­
siding officer, maintain order in t he Convent ion. 
Seating of Delegates 
Rule 9. The chairman and the vice-chairman of each 
committee shall be given preference in the choice of 
seat ing accor ding to the order in which the Commit t ees 
are list ed in these ru les. The seat ing of the remainder 
shall be determined by t he indi idual choice of the dele­
gates. 
CHAPTER III- MEMBERS 
Conduct in Debate 
Rule 10. When any Delega te is about to speak in de­
bate he shall ri se and identify himself . 
Times Delegates May Speak 
Rule 11. No Delegate may speak more than once on 
the same questi on until all other Delegates have had 
a chance to speak, unless he be the mover of the matter 
pending or Chairman of the Commit tee that rep orted 
it , or unless a major ity of the members present shall 
permit. 
CHAPTER IV-COMMITTEES 
Establishment and Meetings 
Rule 12a. The Chairman, after consultation with t he 
other general officers, shall appoint t he membership of 
all commit te es and the chairman and vice chairman 
thereof, except the committ ee on Administration. 
Rule 12b. The st anding committees of th e Convention 
and the number of delegates thereon shall be as follows: 
Committee on Administra t ion (5 General Officers ) ; 
Committee on Rules and Credentials (11 delegates); 
Committee on Legislative Compensa t ion (21 delegates) ; 
Committee on Lotter ies (21 delegates) ; Committee on 
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Elections (23 delegates ) ; Committee on Grand Jury (21 
delegates) ; Committee on Style and Draft ing (7 dele­
gates). Additional committees may be provided for by 
the chair as might become necessary during the Con­
vention. 
Rule 12c. Each Delegate shall serve on at least one 
but not more than two committees. 
Rule 12d. Each committee may elect a Secretary from 
among its membership. 
Rule 12e. Subject to an appeal from the Chairman's 
ruling, the Chairman shall refer each proposal or reso­
lution to the suitable commit tee. 
Rule 12f. The meetings of all substantive committees 
shall be open to the public. 
Chairman of Committees 
Rule 13. No delegate shall serve as Chairman of more 
than one standing committee. 
Sitting of Committees During Sessions of the Convention 
Rule 14. No committee shall sit dur ing the sessions 
of the Convention, without leave of the Chairman. 
Power to Incur Expenses 
Rule 15. No committee or Delegate shall incur any 
expenses chargeable :to the Convention unless authorized 
by the Committee on Administ ration. 
Sub-Committees or Committees 
Rule 16. A committee, by a major ity vote of its 
number, may provide for the appointment of sub­
committees composed of Delegates named to the Com­
mittee. Reports of sub-committees shall be considered 
by the entire committee before reference thereof to the 
Convention. 
Report of Committees 
Rule 17. Every proposal approved by the Committee 
shall be reported to the floor. The wri tten position of 
a minority shall be filed with the Secretary. 
Powers of Committees 
Rule 18. Committees shall have the right to hold 
public hearings at any place in the State . A committee 
may grant the power here authorized to any sub-com­
mittee. 
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Consideration of Proposals Without Committee 
Recommendation 
Rule 19. A majority of the Delegates (51) may by 
resolution, require a commit tee to return any proposal 
without r ecommendation. 
CHAPTER V 
TRANSACTION OF BUSINESS 
Order of Business 
Rule 20. The order of business of the Convention 
shall be as follows : 
1. Call to order 
2. Invocation 
3. Salute to the flag 
4. Roll Call
 \ ~ rflrv. PrL'~. Reading and correcting of Journal
 
.J(J '(\ ""\1I.r" 6. Reports of standing committees
 
<f7. Reports of select committees
 VJ- k~ 8. Communications 
n , rl ~ ~ 9. Introduction and first reading of proposals 
~- 10. Second reading of proposals 
11. Motions and resolutions 
12. Unfinish ed business 
13. Special orders of the day 
14. General orders of the day 
MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Stating Motions 
Rule 21. When a motion is made, it shall be stated 
by the Chairman; or, if in writing, it shall be handed to 
and read aloud by the Secretary before being debated. 
Reduced to Writing 
Rule 22. Every motion shall be reduced to writing 
if the Chairman or any Delegate shall request it, and 
shall be enterecl upon the Journal, together with the 
name of the Delegate making it, unless withdrawn or 
ruled out of order by the Chairman. 
When in Possession : Withdrawal 
Rule 23. After a motion has been sta ted by the 
Chairman or read by the Secretary, it shall be deemed 
to be in th e possession of the Convention, but may be 
withdrawn by the maker of the motion at any time 
before being amended or put to a vote. 
18 1973 Constitutional Convention VVednesday,Sept . 1Z,1973 
Precedence of Motions 
Rule 24. When a question is under debate, no motion 
.shall be received but : 
1. To fix the time to which t o adj ourn 
2. To Adj ourn 
3. To take a recess 
4. To limit or close debat e 
5. To lay on t he table 
6. To postpone to a day certain 
7. To commit 
8. To amend 
9. To indefinitely postpone 
Such mot ions shall take precedence in the or der in 
which they stand arranged, and shall be decided by a 
ma jor ity vote of th ose present and voting, except the 
motion to postpone indefinitely, which shall be decided 
by a majority vote of the Delegate s elect ed (51). When 
a recess is taken dur ing the pendency of any question, 
the consideration of such question shall be resumed 
upon reassembling unless otherwise determined. No 
motion to postpone to a day certain, or to commit, being 
decided, shall be again allowed on the same day and 
at t he same stage of the quest ion. 'Whenever a proposal 
is up for consideration at any stage of procedure, and 
a motion is made to indefinitely postpone, or to commit, 
amendment s sha ll be in order before taking a vot e on 
any such motion. 
Motion to Adjourn in Order, Not Debatable 
Rule 25. A motion to adjourn shall always be in 
order except when a mot ion to fix the t ime to adjourn 
is pending. A motion ,to adjourn, a mot ion to lay on 
the table, and all matters relat ing to questions of orde r , 
shall be decided without debate. A moti on for a recess, 
pend ing the consideration of other business, shall not 
be debatable. 
Order of Putting Questions 
Rule 26. All questions shall be put in the order they 
were moved, except in the case of privi leged questions 
and in the filling up of blanks, the largest sum and the 
longest time shall be first put. 
Division of Question 
Rule 27. Any Delegate may call for a division of the 
question, which shall be divided if it comprehends pr opo­
sitions in substance so distinct that one being taken 
away a substan t ive proposition shall remain for the 
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decision of the Convention. A motion to strike out and 
insert shall be deemed indivisible. 
Motion for Reconsideration 
Rule 28. Any Delegate may move for a reconsidera­
tion of any question at the same or next succeeding 
session of the Convention or the Committee on Style 
and Drafting may move for reconsideration on any 
subsequent day if at least one day's notice of its inten­
tion to do so is given in writing to the Secretary, which 
shall be spread upon the Journal. A motion to re­
consider shall take precedence of all other questions, 
except a motion to fix the time to which to adjourn, a 
motion to adjourn and a motion to recess. No motion 
to reconsider shall be renewed on the same day. 
MOTION FOR ROLL CALL OF THE CONVENTION 
Ordering Roll Calls of the Convention 
Rule 29a. A Roll Call of the Convention shall be 
ordered upon request of ten (10) or more delegates. 
Rule 29b. The roll of the Convention shall be called 
by the Secretary and the absentees noted. 
CHAPTER VI-PROPOSALS 
Introduction 
Rule 30. All matters intended to become a part of 
any revised constitution or constitutional amendment 
shall be presented by a Delegate in the form of a pro­
posal and endorsed by the Delegate introducing them. 
All proposals shall be introduced in accordance with 
the form prescribed. 
Entry of Proposals to Amend by Qualified Electors 
Rule 31. A qualified elector may submit to the Con­
vention through a Delegate for consideration a proposal 
to amend the Constitution which shall be introduced 
and marked "by request." 
Order of Consideration 
Rule 32. The regular order to be taken by proposals 
introduced in the Convention shall be as follows: 
1.	 Introduction, first reading of title, reference t o 
a committee by the Chairman, and ordered 
printed and distributed unless otherwise ord­
ered by a majority of the members present. 
2.	 Report of committee and placing on the gen­
eral orders . 
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3.	 Discussion on the report by the delegates. 
4.	 Reference to the Committee on Style and 
Drafting. 
5.	 Report of Committee on Style and Drafting to 
the Convention. 
6.	 Second reading, vote on passage by the Con­
vention. 
7.	 Re-reference to Committee on Style and Draft­
ing by the Convention if required. 
8.	 Final reading and final passage by the Con­
vention Majority. 
Majority Vote on Proposals 
Rule 33. On the passage of every proposal, section, 
article and a complete revision or amendment, the vote 
shall be taken yeas and nays, and entered on the 
journal, and no proposal, section, article or any amend­
ment or complete revision shall be declared passed un­
less a majority of the delegates present and voting shall 
have voted in favor of the passage of the same. 
Rule 33a. Final passage of every final proposal, sec­
tion, article and a complete revision or amendment shall 
be declared passed if a majority of all the Delegates 
elected to the Convention (51) shall have voted in favor 
of the passage of the same. 
Special Orders 
Unfinished Special Orders 
Rule 34. Any subject matter made the special order 
for a particular day, not having been reached on that 
day, shall come up for consideration under the order of 
"Unfinished Business" at the next succeeding session. 
CHAPTER VII-Miscellaneous 
Presentation and Endorsement of Petitions 
Rule 35. Petitions received by any officer of the Con­
vention or by any Delegate shall be handed directly to 
the Chairman or clerk of the committee which has the 
subject matter of the petition under consideration. The 
chairman of the committee, on behalf of the Convention, 
shall acknowledge the receipt of the petition. 
Calls of Convention 
Rule 36. Upon Roll Call of the Convention, in taking 
the yeas and nays upon any question, the names of the 
delegates shall be called alphabetically. 
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Division Voting 
Rule 37. A division of the Convention may be had on 
the demand of t en (10) or more delegates on any pend­
ing question. W11en a division of th e Convention is 
ordered, a r ising vote sh all be taken and the Chairm an 
shall declare t he res ult. On a tie vote the question shall 
be put once more. If a t ie vote per sists , it shall be 
deemed lost. The Chairman may order a division of 
t he Convention. 
Recognition During Roll Call 
Rule 38. After a quest ion has been st ated by th e 
Chairman, and the call of the roll has been started by 
the Secretary, the Chairman except as provided below 
shall not recognize a Delegate for any purpose, except 
upon points of order, until afte r the announcement of 
the vote by the Chairm an. The Secretary shall enter 
upon the Journal th e names of those. voting "aye" and 
the names of tho se voting "no". Any Delegate is privi­
leged t o r eserve t he right to explain orally or in writ ing 
his vote on roll call, but the Delegate must r eserve that 
right at the time of voting and not otherwise. 
Until the result of a r oll call vote is declared, any 
Delegate may change h is vote, or if h is vote has not 
been r ecorded, may have his vote re corded. 
Absentees 
Rule 39. At the roll call at the opening of each session 
and upon calls of the Convent ion, the names of th e 
members shall 'be called by the Secretary, and the ab­
sentees not ed, after which the names of the absentees 
shall again be called. Any twenty-five members of the 
Convention shall have fu ll power and au thori ty to com­
pel th e attendance of absent members and to call upon 
any sheriffs or deputy sheriffs to execute th e orders 
t hereof. For these purposes the au thority of such 
sheriffs or deputy sh eriffs shall extend throughout th e 
state . 
Abstaining from Vote 
Rule 40. No Delegate shall be entitled to abstain from 
voting in any Roll Call unless he sha ll have stated his 
intent ion to abstain before the voting starts. 
Amendment or Suspension of Rules 
Rule 41. Any ru le of the Convention may be alte red 
by the vote of a major ity of the Delegates elected (51) , 
but no rul es shall be amended unless such amendment 
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IS III writing and in the possession of the Convention 
one day prior to its consider at ion. A rule may be sus­
pended by a vote of two-thirds of all the Delegates 
elected (67) shown to be present by the Journal entries 
and by a roll call vote. 
Appeals 
Form of Question 
Rule 42. On all appeals from decisions of the Chair , 
the quest ion shall be "Shall the judgment of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the Convention?" Which ques­
tion shall be decided by a majority vote of those pre sent 
and voting by a rising vote, unless otherwise ordered 
by the Convention. 
Practice 
Rule 43. In all cases not provided by these rules, the 
Chairman shall decide the issue in his discretion subject 
to an appeal. 
Appropriations 
Rule 44. No motion or resolution calling for an appro­
priation or expenditure of money shall be acted upon 
by t he Convention without first having been referred 
to th e Committee on Administration of the Convention 
for consideration and r ecommendat ion. 
Public Hearing 
Rule tI5. No proposal to amend the constitution shall 
be recommended by a Standing Commit tee until after a 
hearing on the same shall have been held in a publi c 
place of which hearing the electors shall have had a 
notice by advertisement at least three days prior, promi­
nently displayed in the public press stating the time 
and place of hearing and the substance of the proposal 
or proposals to be heard, which hearing shall be con­
ducted by the committee which has th e proposal under 
consideration under these rules. A reasonable period 
of time shall be allotted for the public to express its 
viewpoint. 
Definitions 
Rule 46. The words "votes of a majority of the dele­
gates elected" and "Votes of a majority of the dele­
gates" shall mean at least fifty-one (51) votes. The 
word s "vote of the Majority" or "by majority vote" 
shall mean a vote of a majority of those present and 
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voting. The words "he" and "his" shall mean "she" or 
"her" in all appropriate cases . 
Finol Adjournment 
Rule 47. Final adjournment shall be upon a vote of 
the majority of the delegates (51) elected to the Con­
vention. 
